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-idsfe  Ave. 
LEGISLATIVE  The      next      meeting   of    the    Legislative    Counci^lna  59601 

COUNCIL  'S    scheduled      for       April       2^»      9      a.m.      Terry 

MEETING  »<alkert    the    new   txecutive    Director?    is    on   the 

joij      —      please      stop      in      and      meet   him   when 
you •re    in    town* 


iNTtRIM  CUMMITTEES 


WATER  RIGHTS  The  Subcommittee  on  Water  Rights  will  meet 
April  14  and  13  to  discuss  state  agency 
recommendations  for  facilitating  the 
determination  of  existing  rightst  the 
relationship  between  Indian  and  non-Indian 
water  rights  systemst  the  results  of  the 
series  of  hearings  held  around  the   state   in 


January  ami  Feiyru.jry  and  other  matters.  This 
will  be  the  final  stud/  s'jssion  oefore  the 
conniittee  cx-jinb  to  formulate  d 

recoiTiiTiencid t i  on  to  oe  ina'J<"  to  the  n«xt 
sess  i  on» 


HUMAN 
SERVICES 
MEETING 
MARCH  10 


NEXT 
MEETING 
MAY  5 


At  its  March  lo  neetiny  the  Interim  Coiflmittee 
on  Human  Services  oeciderj  to  reject  the 
earlier  co,niriitteu  discussion  draft  proposal. 
Trie  coMimittee  instructed  the  staff  to  prepare 
legislation         tor:  I)       the      creation      of       a 

permanent  human  service  oversight  committee; 
2)  tne  abolishment  of  the  bepartment  of 
Ini-t  i  tutions  ano  division  of  its  functions 
between  the  Jepartment  of  Health  and 
Departnient  of  Sr.^;  J)  the  devel  OjMnent  and 
implementation  ur  a  plan  by  riuuian  service 
agencies    for:    d)        ino    stop       service      centers; 

b)  uu  1 1  i -purpose      c.ise      workers       and      teams; 

c)  colocation  v..f  ajencies;  and 

d)  information  jnd  referr.il  systems;  ^)  the 
uevv  lopment  cno  i  ni,jl  ementot  i  on  of  a  plan  by 
huiiian  services  tjericies:  a)  to  transfer 
jr<-atfcr  control  -ino  autnor  i  ty  over  .lu.iian 
service  Jelivery  to  the  county  government 
level;  and  l)  jr:ake  human  services 
accountable.  The  staff  was  also  instructed  to 
review  the  placeim-nt  of  cioulder  River  School 
and  lospitalt  castmont  and  the 
devclopirentd  1 1  y  oisaoled  pro<jram  in  one 
a«_  .)art.iient  and  to  research  the  possioilicy  of 
increasing  thr:^  role  of  the  private  sector. 
The  leyislation  aiij  research  will  oe  reviewed 
cJt    .1    iri<-etirj9    on     ^iy    '3. 
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LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT 
LAW 
REVISION 


The    iubcofr.ni  tteir    on    Local    oovernment    Laws    met 

Marcn    ib    and    di r    cted    staff    to    begin    drafting 

a    sories    of    bi I  1 >    designed    to       implement       the 

provisions       emiJoJi  eo       in      ri.i       122      and       stand 

independently    or    on»j    another.     T 

possible?       these       bills       ar^y 

dfliendments    to    existing       lav<       rather       than      as 


the   extent 
to  be  drafteo  as 


-2- 


broad  scale  rewriting  with  corresponding 
rep.-al  of  exist  int^  statutes.  The  committee 
will  meet  April  l-t  to  review  the  first  of  the 
jr-if  ts. 
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C'^'.iters    would    parallel     the    c 
syatem.  Tne       subcon.mi  ttee 

status  report  L,n  coiumunity  c 
an J  on  the  Historic  Records 
The  staff  was  directed  t 
legislation  regjrcing  the 
regulation  of  stjte  offic 
buildings.  Tn^.  next  subcoin,.  i 
t)e     IT    Helena     in       jrly    July. 

Th^  Loinf.iittee  on  Legislative  Improvement  met 
on  fiarch  31  an  J  adopted  a  simf>lified  format 
tor  Conference  comiiii  ttee  reports.  Suggestions 
about       the       businiss       :rianajer       function  jnd 

staff  i(i(j  of  standing  committees  will  be 
forwarded  to  tne  appropriate  legislative 
o.'Mi,  ittees.  The  final  report  will  oe  reviewed 
•-       ii„      i...-ii       > ..      (lueting    for    10    a.m.    at    the 


an      Apr i 1 
;i  tol  . 


LmPITOL    I.UILDING    ANj    f^L^iSiiMING    CuHi«tITTEE 


MEETING 
APRIL  24 


1  h.-  Capitol  huiljing  and  Planning  Committee 
will  meet         Monuay,  April  Z^y  in      the 

Architecture  ano  fcnginetring  Division  meeting 
rooidi  to  discuss  l.  velopmt^nts  in  updating  the 
capicol  master  plan.  The  committee  will  also 
discuss         clarifications         needed         in  its 

authorizing  statute*  means  for  obtaining 
aciaitional  spatt?  for  ttie  legislative  branch* 
ana    otner    relat'^.J    .ratfers. 


ADnINlST-<,ATl  VE    LjUl    C^MMITTtEi 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
CODE   MEETING 
MARCH    31 

WINE    LICENSE 


rh<.^  Arimi  ni  strati  vti  Coue  Lomin  i  tteo  met  on 
Marcn      3lf       lS7w,  r<ov^er         Tippy         discussed 

reducing  the  ddir  i  ni  strat  i  ve  register  to 
microfiche  for  eai,e  of  stora<je«  A  compromise 
proposal  on  tne  wine  license  rule  of  the 
Oe[  artment    of    Revenue    was    reviewed* 


LIFE  INS.  FOR 
SOLICITATION 
&  REPLACEMENT 


NURSING  HOME 
STANDARDS 


HOLIDAY  PAY 


GAME  FARMS 


Kulos  of  tnc  ijtate  MUditor  Insurance  Division 
concerniny  lifa  icsurance  solicitation  -Jnd 
replacement  stanuarcs  wer-;  oiscussed  at 
length.  Tr.e  affirmative  oCtion  required  of 
the  insurance  ousiness  by  thj  proposed  rules 
waa  questioned  Js  bein:)  beyond  the  authority 
coiif  erred  Ly  tne  unfair  tradii  practices 
statutes*  Threats  of  federal  preemption  if 
the  rules  are  not  adopted  was  ^ i ven  as  one 
re  .son  for  adoption. 

Kules  setiinj  standards  ct  conduct  for 
nursin-j  home  administrators  were  criticized 
as  being  overbroad  and  vague. 

Payiny  state  e.ijployees  1  1/2  times  hourly 
ratt.  for  hours  worKeii  on  a  holiday  when  no 
tii^ie  off  is  ^^iv-^n  durinj  pay  periou  was 
defended  by  the  J  p^irtoient  of  Administration 
as  beinj  equol  jjoy  for  equal  work?  ana  in 
addition  union  contracts  now  require  it. 

Subsection  11  of  the  department  of  l- i  sh  and 
Game  rules  for  jame  farmst  which  limits  game 
fari;  siz-.'  to  that  of  shooting  presirvest  was 
sinoled  out  as  not  being  within  the  scope  of 
rulemaKing  authority  conferred  upon  the 
jepdrtment. 


HEARING  AID 
DISPENSERS 


Th..^    joaro    of    ,-ieariny  Aid    Dispensers 

qualifications   ror   test  applicants    were 

criticized   for   adding  to  the  qualifications 
sot  by  statute. 
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reclamation  rules  of  the  Uep-irtpient  of 
e  Lands  came  under  firet  Doth  for  being 
ted  as  emergency   rules   without   meeting 

statutory  criteria  and  for  permitting 
rnative  postmining  uses.  L ^o  Berry? 
rtment  dirt-ctort  defended  the  rules* 
ng  tney  do  not  alter  tne  present  status 
postmining  reclamation.  The  rules  are 
g  adopted  as  emergency  rules  to  stave  off 
ral  j-reenipt  i  Oil .  official  action  oy  the 
ittee   will   oe  taKen  at  its  next  .neeting 


after  further  study. 


REVtNUE  GVERSIGHf  CuMMiTTct 


C 


MEETING    HELD  The    Revenue    Cvursight    C o mini  t tee    met    rtarcn       11 

MARCH    11  in      .iclena       to    continue     its    stud/    of    tdxes    on 

Vcirious  property  in  the  stJte:  tim^er»  metJl 
:iiin.?3»  severed  .nineral  rijhtst  and  financial 
i  n'»t  i  tut  i  ons«  Thi  comojitte'*  received  a  report 
or»  the-  Dapdrtment  of  ►<evenue*b  current 
li  Ligation  anci  discussed  the  new  child 
sujyport  uroyrams  initiit^d  <s  a  result  of  th^ 
coi.'in  i  ttee' s         >  ffurts*  Commi  ttei?         members 

rejiv^rted  citizen's  coniplaints  and  proolems 
witr.  tax  laws  and  requested  the  department  to 
yatner  further  inforination  on  several  of 
those. 

NEXT   MEETING  The      committee      will       ,neet    ogain    on    May    11    at 

MAY    11  9:30    a.m.     in    roo;i    41 5t    State    Capitol?    Helena: 

1)  to  consider  bills  designed  to  aid  surface 
owners  secure  severed  mineral  rights  and  a 
bill  to  change  thfc  method  of  taxing 
tiiiberlano;  ^)       to  receive         additional 

res<-'arch   on    motor    vehicle      taxation       and      the 
taxation    of    financial     institutions;    and 
3)       to      consider       the    poss  ib  i  1  i  ty-  of    indexing 
the    st5te    income    tax. 


NVIRON.'ltNl  AL    vvLiALITY    CGUl^^CIL 


EQC  HOSTS 
NORTHERN  TIER 
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d  hanageiitent  has  initiated 
impact  Statement  r^^jardiny  a 
crude  oil  pipeline.  The 
risverse  Montana  from  west  to 
rude  oil  from  Port  AngeleSf 
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e  ouilt  by  Northern  Tier 
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iur  nas  ret  with  state 
public  to  develop  a  list  of 
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al th  held  a  hearing  for  the 


EQC  MONITORS     revision  of  the   de  par  tine  nt*  s   water   quality 

WATER  QUALITY   standards,  tight  of  fourteen  witnesses  stated 

STANDARD         they  wanted  an  fclS  or  otner  document  prepared 

REVISIONS        which   will  explain  to  them  in  layman's  terms 

how  the  revision  will  affect   each   industry* 

Th^   board   will  not  address  this  issue  aqain 

until  their  July  meeting.  The  department t   in 

the    meantime*   will   attempt   to   determine 

exactly  what  everyone   wants   and   prepare   a 

suitaole  document. 

COLSTRIP  AIR    The   Board   of   Health   held  a  hearing  on  the 
QUALITY  petition   from    /Morthern    Plains    Resource 

DISCUSSED  Council  concerniny  Colstrip  Units  3  and  4. 
Witnesses  were  presented  on  behalf  of  NPKC 
who  left  some  doubt  as  to  whether  everything 
that  could  be  done  to  prevent  further 
deterioration  of  air  quality  was  in  fact 
incorporated  into  the  plant  and  surrounding 
area  design.  It  was  noted  that  reclamation 
was  not  proceeding  as  expected  and  some  dirt 
and  dust  could  oe  added  to  the  problem.  The 
board  will  not  make  a  decision  until  the 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  is  heard. 


LEGISLATIVE  AUDIT  COMMITTEE 


MEETING 
MARCH  2  7 


The  Legislative  Audit  Committee  met  March  27t 
197ot  at  the  State  Capitol. 


REPORT  ISSUED  ^h.-;  Legislotive  Audit  Committee  received* 
reviewed*  anu  filed  the  following 
f inonc ial/compl ianct  audit  report:  Department 
of  Social  and  Kenob  i  1  i  tat  ion  Services*  Rfiport 
on  Review  of  the  Operations  of  the 
f<ehabi  1  i  tat  i  ve  Services  Division  and  the 
Visual  Services  Division. 


OVER- 
EXPENDITURES 


Attorney  Generul*  MiJce  Greely*  via  a  letter 
to  the  cooiiui  ttee»  reported  that 
overexpenoi tures  by  state  agencies  are 
punishable  as  misdemeanors  and  place  personal 
li.?bility  in  the  approving  authority  as  well 
as  providing  a  forfeiture  of  ofrice-  in  the 
future  the  provisions  of  law  concerning 
over expendi tures  will  be  strictly  enforced  by 
his  office. 


Representatives  of  the  Supreme  Court  attended 
the  committee  meeting  and  stated  that  they  do 
not  intend  to  ov.rexi.and  chi  ir  jppropr  i  oti  oo 
in  t.it;  future  d;  j  trot  nier  -  was  no  jpj*  ir  ;nt 
nT;e  .  to  n-.*vo  Con      s-  in  th..-  -iioit. 


SUNSET 


The         first         sunset         audit         report*       i^hich 
•.1i:,cussed      the      3oar«J      of      Abstracters*         was 
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Th.?  Legislative  Audit  Lommittv^^  will 
estoolisn  rult.s  to  yov-rn  the  hectrin-j 
process.  The  proposed  rules  are  avaiijble 
fro.i,  the  Ufficv"  of  th-s   Legislative   Auditor. 

REPORTS         Froii   the   Office  of  the  Legislative  Auditor* 
AVAILABLE        <oom  135*   State   Capitol*   Helena*   Montana. 
Telephone  (40o)  tt9-3l22. 
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LtGl^LATIVt     FiNANLt    oUi-IMITT£t 


ASSOCIATE 

ANALYST 

RESIGNS 


Toin  ari.jgs*  an  associate  aialyst  in  the 
fiscal  anal/stjj*  office  for  nearly  three 
years*         hds         rosigned         to  3rcept  the 

controller's  positions  at  western  i^ontana 
Col  1 ege. 


VOCATIONAL  Jur  i  ng    the    committee's    f^arch    10    meeting*       the 

EDUCATION  st-it  f       presented    a    report    on    funoing    the    five 

post    secondary    vocational    education      centers. 


The  report*  written  oy  senior  analyi.t  Judy 
rt  i  jj^  i  ngal  t  ♦  coocludtU  that  present  financial 
difficulties  w^re  caused  primarily  Dy 
salaries  oOd  e.nployee  oenefits  at  the  centers 
excteoiny  state  iju  i  del  i  ni.'S  •  The  report 
cone  I udeo  that  t\w  financial  problems  wore 
one  aspect  of  j  confused  v^overnancG 
structure. 

BLUE  COLLAR     The   staff   pres^'Oted  a  report  on  the  cost  of 

PLAN  the   oluc   collar   po  /   plan.   The    report's 

conclusion   is   tr.at   the   plan   exceeded  the 

amount   allowed    L)y    the    legislature    by 

approx  i  (natcj  I  y  i^30tO00  over  the  bienniuiri* 

BUDGET  An   updateo   calculdtion  of  budget  amend.i.ents 

AMENDMENTS       "dS   presented   to   the   committee.    As    of 

Feoruary   ^4»   t9.7  million  and  392  full-time 

em.jloyees  have  b-?t.'n  acdeu   above   legislitive 

appropr  iat  i  ons. 

UNIVERSITY       ^^*^      committee   rt'viewed  a  staff  report  whicn 
SYSTEM  lojktd   at    ouo ^et    amendments    from    the 

AMENDMENTS  university  system.  The  staff  guestioneo  two 
aroendments  in  p<<rticular  which  dia  not 
conform  to  the  mandate  of  the  appropriations 
act.  The  coimiii  ttec  asked  Chairnian  father  ^  to 
senu  a  letter  to  Kegent  Chairnian  James 
express  in^  the  coii.mi  ttet-*  s  concern  and  askin<j 
the  regents  to  rocorisider  their  action. 

FACULTY  &       In    concluoinj    several     hearings     with 
STAFF  University  of  Montana  officials  ana  students » 

REDUCTIONS      the   committee   neard   a   staff   report  which 
U  OF  M  reconciled  staff  reouctions  at  the  university 

w  i '.r;  actions  taKon  by  the  legislature. 

REPORTS         ^^    y'^'-'  woulu  likj  a  copy  of  any  staff   report 
AVAILABLE       ^^       ^^'*^   committee   Tii  nutes   write   Jffice  of 

Legislative  Fiscal   Analyst*   State   Capitol* 

Helena*  Mt . *  or  call  4^9-2986. 


f 


